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PROGRAMME

Composed By: Edna St. Vincent Millay

Arranged By: Gwyneth Walker

Back and Forth on the Ferry

Arranged By: Jacob Narverud
The Wellerman

The Downeaster “Alexa”
Words and music by: Billy Joel
Arranged By: D Stichbury

This infectious folk song, popularly known as Soon May the Wellerman Come, originated in New Zealand
during the height of shore-based whaling in the 1830s–1860s. It recounts the exhausting, multi-day
battle of a whaling crew aboard the Billy o' Tea against a tenacious right whale, while awaiting the supply
ship Wellerman from the Weller brothers' station at Ōtākou (Otago), carrying vital provisions like sugar,
tea, and rum. More accurately a work ballad or forebitter than a true sea shanty, it provided rhythm and
camaraderie during grueling whale processing. This song was largely obscure until its 2021 viral
explosion on TikTok sparked a global sea-shanty revival amid the pandemic. Jacob Narverud's 2021
arrangement infuses fresh, jaunty energy with lively piano accompaniment, driving rhythms, and
accessible SATB voicing that capture the song's optimistic spirit, call-and-response structure, and
hopeful anticipation of relief. In tonight's spring concert, it celebrates resilience, teamwork, and the
uniting power of shared song.

Gwyneth Walker's vibrant 2018 setting draws from the opening stanzas of Edna St. Vincent Millay's
beloved 1922 poem Recuerdo ("remembrance" in Spanish). The vivid lines recall a night of youthful
adventure riding the Staten Island Ferry back and forth across New York Harbor with a companion
—no destination, only the delight of motion, shared simple pleasures like pears and apples from a
vendor, and the exhilaration of staying awake laughing, talking, and feeling fully alive together.
Millay's rhythmic, conversational verse captures the carefree essence of young love, spontaneity,
and the magic of ordinary moments made extraordinary. Walker's arrangement brings this
whimsical memory to life with lively, rocking piano figures mimicking the ferry's gentle sway,
sprightly rhythms, and rich SATB divisi textures evoking harbor tides. Its buoyant energy and
playful gestures mirror the poem's joyful irreverence, celebrating the simple, enduring joy of
connection and life's unhurried shared journeys.

From Billy Joel's 1989 album Storm Front, this powerful folk-rock ballad honors the hardworking
fishermen of Long Island's East End, especially around Oyster Bay. Sung from a struggling
bayman's perspective, the lyrics depict a diminishing livelihood: depleted fish stocks, restrictive
regulations (such as striped bass bans), rising costs, and coastal communities turning into affluent
summer escapes. The Downeaster Alexa—named after Joel's daughter—symbolizes pride,
perseverance, and deep connection to the sea. Joel crafted it as a tribute to friends in the fishing
trade, capturing their resilience amid economic and environmental pressures with driving rhythms
and a sea-shanty-like pulse. Dom Stichbury's accessible SAB arrangement preserves the anthemic
storytelling through straightforward harmonies, rhythmic energy, and a blustery work-song feel
evoking rolling ocean and relentless labor. In our spring concert, it honors the tenacity of working
people, affirming dignity in holding fast to craft and home even in tough waters.

PROGRAMME CONT’D

Intermission

The Water is Wide
Arranged By: Patti Drennan
Bass Clarinet Instrumentalist: Will Hughes

Sail Away, Ladies
Arranged By: Emily Crocker

Rooted in 17th-century Scottish/English border tradition, this timeless folk song is among the choral
repertoire's most beloved melodies. Its poignant lyrics express enduring love, separation, and fidelity's
challenges: "The water is wide, I cannot get o'er, / And neither have I wings to fly... / Give me a boat that
can carry two, / And both shall row, my love and I." The haunting, flowing tune evokes longing and quiet
beauty, a staple for weddings, memorials, and reflection. Patti Drennan's sophisticated 2025
arrangement (Heritage Music Press) brings majestic warmth with rich choral textures, resonant chords,
and supportive piano that lifts expressive vocal lines. An optional oboe part adds soaring, lyrical color,
enhancing emotional depth and ethereal quality. It offers a serene moment of heartfelt connection,
reminding us of love's quiet power across time and distance.

This lively American folksong originated in 19th-century play-party traditions of the rural South and
Midwest. Religious communities often banned dancing, so energetic singing games like this one
provided an acceptable outlet for movement and fun. With its bouncy rhythm and call-and-response
structure, “Sail Away, Ladies” served as both a dance tune and a lighthearted work song. The playful
lyrics offer cheerful advice about love, travel, and resilience.

Emily Crocker’s 2022 a cappella arrangement for SSA voices captures the song’s infectious energy
through crisp rhythms, bright harmonies, and layered vocal textures that evoke the original play-party
spirit. The three-part writing sparkles with tight imitation and buoyant dynamics. Listen for the swinging,
dance-like pulse that drives the piece, the cheerful overlapping entries in the refrains, and the light,
confident lift in the final “sail away!” passages. It brings a burst of youthful exuberance and celebrates
the American folk tradition of singing and moving forward with joy.

Led by: Chris Vincent



Music by: Enya
Words by: Roma Ryan
Arranged by: Kirby Shaw

Orinoco Flow

The Drunken Sailor
Arranged By: David P DeVenney

Shenandoah
Arranged By: James Erb

PROGRAMME CONT’D

Enya's ethereal 1988 hit from Watermark became a 1989 global chart-topper with shimmering vocals,
New Age soundscapes, and adventure. Roma Ryan's poetic lyrics evoke free sailing across oceans and
rivers—naming exotic places like Sahara sands and the Orinoco—while the refrain "Sail away, sail away,
sail away" captures dreamy escape and thrill. Kirby Shaw's 2009 arrangement translates layered sound
into accessible SATB harmonies with supportive piano driving rhythm and shimmering arpeggios. Rich
builds and soaring lines evoke waves and wind, preserving buoyant motion. It celebrates freedom,
wanderlust, and music's power to transport us beyond the everyday.

Dating to the early 19th century (roots possibly 1700s), this raucous shanty coordinated heavy labor
with call-and-response and rollicking chorus: "What shall we do with a drunken sailor? / Early in the
morning!" Humorous verses propose absurd remedies, reflecting rough seafaring camaraderie. David P.
DeVenney's 2008 arrangement reimagines it as comedic choral dialogue—a husband brings home a
drunken sailor to his wife's dismay—with hiccups, misplaced meters, and playful effects amplifying
absurdity. Unaccompanied SATB uses dynamic contrasts, rhythmic drive, and text-painting for
theatrical flair. It delivers humor and seafaring joy, celebrating timeless shanty fun and community
laughter.

One of America's most cherished folksongs, "Shenandoah" (or Across the Wide Missouri) emerged mid-
19th century among voyageurs, fur traders, and rivermen, blending diverse influences. Lyrics express a
trader's longing for a chief's daughter, with poignant refrain "Away, you rolling river" capturing
separation, unrequited love, and vast landscape. Its haunting melody spans choral and naval traditions.
James Erb's iconic 1975 arrangement for eight-part mixed voices (SSAATTBB) begins in unison, unfolding
exquisite layered harmonies—melody often in tenors, surrounded by resonant divisi chords evoking
river and plains. Masterful voice leading creates motion and depth, with swells to luminous climaxes and
serene close. It offers profound beauty and reflection, celebrating folk heritage and song's power to
bridge hearts.

Away from the Roll of the Sea
Words and Music by: Allister MacGillivray
Piano Accompaniment arranged by: John C. O’Donnell
This beloved Canadian folk-inspired song by a Nova Scotian composer Allister MacGillivray paints a
serene portrait of small boats resting in tranquil harbors after voyages. Lyrics personify them as weary
travelers: "Small craft in a harbour that's still and serene, / ... / Away from the roll of the sea." Gentle
imagery contrasts calm shelter with open-ocean motion, metaphor for rest, reflection, and
homecoming. A choral staple worldwide, MacGillivray's arrangement features warm rolling SATB
harmonies and flowing piano mirroring rocking boats and distant swells. Lyrical melody, rich textures,
and subtle swells create peaceful repose. It invites serenity amid livelier selections, celebrating rest
after effort, home's pull, and maritime song's comfort.
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The Spring-time of the Year
Arranged by: R. Vaughan Williams

The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald
Words and Music by: Gordon Lightfoot
Arranged By: Alan Dunbar                 Led by: Jim Peterson

The third piece in Vaughan Williams's 1913 Five English Folk Songs, this lively ballad captures a
flirtatious May-morning encounter. A jolly sailor spies a beautiful lady gathering daisies by a rolling river
and declares his love; she responds coyly, they share an intimate moment, and she gifts him twenty
pounds with promise of more before parting as the tide flows—symbolizing attraction, fulfillment, and
gentle parting. The cheeky tone and refrain evoke youthful romance against spring and sea. Vaughan
Williams's vibrant unaccompanied SATB arrangement uses brisk tempo, sparkling polyphony, and
buoyant textures mirroring tide and dialogue. Joyful imitation and rich harmonies build to exuberant
climaxes while preserving modal swing. It celebrates fleeting encounters, seasonal awakening, and
masterful reimagining of English folk song.

Just as the Tide was Flowing
Arranged by: R. Vaughan Williams

The second movement of Vaughan Williams's influential 1913 Five English Folk Songs, this charming
ballad—collected from Essex and other singers—describes a spring-morning encounter: a narrator
overhears a sailor and fair lady singing in harmony, their duet echoing through valleys and hills. The
refrain "As I walked out one morning, in the spring time of the year" evokes renewal, romance, and
seasonal awakening. Vaughan Williams adapted the first two verses, preserving the gentle pastoral
spirit. His elegant arrangement features restraint and subtle polyphony: a solo tenor (or unison) lead
blooms into warm SATB harmonies, creating open countryside and echoing song. Unaccompanied and
modal, it highlights the tune's natural flow with rich color and tenor flourishes. It embodies renewal, the
beauty of simple shared song, and the charm of English folk tradition brought vibrantly to life.

Gordon Lightfoot's haunting 1976 ballad immortalized the November 10, 1975 sinking of the SS Edmund
Fitzgerald on Lake Superior. The massive freighter vanished with all 29 crew during a fierce storm, its
final voyage from Superior, Wisconsin to Detroit ending in the "gales of November." Lightfoot's narrative
folk song—with hypnotic rhythm and vivid storytelling—became a poignant tribute and maritime folklore
staple. Alan Dunbar's 2017 arrangement (for men's ensemble) preserves somber essence for TTBB
voices with sparse accompaniment: acoustic guitar drives the pulse, cello adds mournful sustains
echoing cold waters. Rich harmonies build tension and reflection. It reminds us of human vulnerability
against nature and song's role in preserving history.

The Dark Eyed Sailor
Arranged by: R. Vaughan Williams
Collected by Vaughan Williams in the early 1900s (including Essex variants), this beloved ballad tells of
faithful love tested by time and deception. A grieving woman refuses to forget her absent "dark eyed
sailor," vowing loyalty even unto death. When she shows half a broken ring—the parting token—the
stranger reveals himself as her returned love, leading to joyful marriage and the moral: "All maids be
true while your love's away, / For a cloudy morning brings forth a shining day." The tune's gentle modal
melancholy and narrative flow exemplify English folk tradition. Vaughan Williams's 1913 "free"
arrangement uses respectful polyphony, rich harmonies, and subtle textures to enhance storytelling
without overpowering the folk essence. Scored for unaccompanied SATB, it features elegant
counterpoint and warm chords evoking absence and reunion. It celebrates enduring love, loyalty, and
the timeless beauty of revived folk song.

Performed by the Redmond Chamber Singers:

Guitarists: Laurie de Leonne, Jae Geller, Marley Long, and Sara Weimer
Cello and Steel Tongue Drum: Hannah Coleman
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Sailing on the Dew
Words and Music by: Laurie de Leonne

Our very own Pacific Northwest composer Laurie de
Leonne draws from local history for this evocative work
(Dandelion Music Press). The title comes from a 19th-
century saying about the shallow, muddy Squak River
(now Issaquah/Redmond area): boats "sailing on the
dew," journeys stretching from January to June. This
whimsical anecdote inspires a gentle, reflective piece
celebrating place, perseverance, and Northwest
landscape beauty. Lyrics and melody evoke misty
mornings, slow waters, and patient riverside life. The
SATB arrangement with piano features lyrical lines,
warm harmonies, and supportive accompaniment
suggesting currents and dew-kissed air. Serene yet
poignant, it builds subtle depth in accessible texture. It
invites reflection on shared heritage and home's simple
magic—even shallow waters carry worthwhile stories.

Redmond Chorale is delighted to present this maritime-
themed spring concert program, bringing heartfelt
energy, precision, and joy to each piece—from lively
shanties and folk classics to reflective ballads and
modern favorites. Through rich harmonies, evocative
storytelling, and shared musical spirit, the ensemble
celebrates resilience, connection, wanderlust, and the
timeless power of song to unite us across time, place,
and experience.

LYRICS | SAILING ON THE DEW
One by one homesteaders come by scow and scull and steamer;
They reach the shore near Willowmoor upon the winding river.
So shallow is the water that we hope to make it through,
And it’s hey-o, away-o! We’re sailin’ on the dew.

Yesterday I found my way with Captain Luke McRedmond;
Through winter flood and squaking mud, through snag and shoal and
headwind.
We sail away from yesterday and on the whole day through,
And it’s hey-o, away-o! We’re sailin’ on the dew.

Sail on! Sail on! Sail on, Jennie June.
She’s steaming on to Redmond and we’re sailing on the dew.
Sail on! Sail on! Sail on, Jennie June.
She’s steaming up in January, steaming down in June;
All while we’re sailing on the dew.

For a sidewheeler, one trip was all, the Mud Hen clogged her paddle;
So William rowed, Matilda bailed, the two weeks from Seattle.
With Jennie’s prop, we’re steaming up, hurrah for Jennie June,
And it’s hey-o, away-o! We’re sailin’ on the dew.

Sail on! Sail on! Sail on, Jennie June.
She’s steaming on to Redmond and we’re sailing on the dew.
Sail on! Sail on! Sail on, Jennie June.
She’s steaming up in January, steaming down in June;
All while we’re sailing on the dew.

Homesteader and entrepreneur from then and now and later;
Sail yesterday and still today and more will come tomorrow.
The budding Happy Valley’s waiting there for me and you
And it’s hey-o, away-o! We’re sailin’ on the dew.

Sail on! Sail on! Sail on, Jennie June.
She’s steaming on to Redmond and we’re sailing on the dew.
Sail on! Sail on! Sail on! Sail on and on and on!
Sail on! Sail on! Sail on, Jennie June.
She’s steaming up in January, steaming down in June;
All while we’re sailing on the dew.



                                                                 is a dynamic and vivacious choral

conductor, composer, and chanteuse. In her diverse musical career, she

champions collaborative music adventures of all kinds and in differing

genres and roles, building a variety of ensembles including Redmond

Chorale where she has been the founding artistic director for more

than a decade. She is the Artistic Director for RainShadow Chorale in

Port Townsend and Seattle Metropolitan Singers. 

An active composer, Laurie was the artist-in-residence for Cora Voce in

Tacoma, WA in 2021-2022 and the commissioned composer for WA ACDA’s

summer institute commissioning project. Her music has been commissioned

internationally and is published by Walton/GIA, Santa Barbara Music

Publishers, and her own Dandelion Music Press. Many of her pieces are

featured in Project: Encore’s vetted catalog of contemporary post-

premiere choral compositions and two pieces were semifinalist and

finalist in their divisions for The American Prize. She is a contributing

editor to NoteNova Music Publishing.

Laurie is a multi-instrumentalist and vocalist with several rock bands

including Phase 5, Radio School, and the acoustic duo Blurry May. She

enjoys performing as a guest artist-teacher in project-based adventures

such as Summer Fling Vocal Ensemble, regional performing arts camps,

karaoke and jam nights, local adjudicated music festivals, and

professional and semiprofessional choral ensembles. She teaches at

Carden Country School, nurtures individual students in her own private

vocal and piano studio, and is a past-president of the Greater Seattle

Choral Consortium.

OUR LEADERS
Laurie de Leonne

                                                             Katie Thackray, Jo Sampaio, Heather Durr,

Megan Benoy, Norman Bosell, Amanda O’Connor, JP Sugarbroad and Jae Geller 

Board of Directors

Incoming Members: Erica Towle, Bonnie Shipman, Wendy Cohen, Vivian Ruhlen, Rebecca

Kim, and Heather Smith

                                                    is Redmond Chorale’s accompanist. 

He received a Bachelor’s in Piano Performance and a Master’s in

Ethnomusicology from the Florida State University. Chris also pursued a

PhD at the University of Washington after living in Japan for five years

while studying the Japanese koto. In Japan, Chris accompanied the Tokyo

International Singers and was choir director at St. Alban’s

Anglican/Episcopal Church. In Seattle, Chris has taught music theory

and world music appreciation at the University of Washington and the

Art Institute of Seattle. Chris has also directed and been an

accompanist for many local choirs. Chris was a staff accompanist and

voice coach at the University of Washington and the Cornish College of

the Arts. Chris Vincent's music experiences have been rich and diverse.

He feels fortunate to have worked with all kinds of people and

students at every level, from beginning students to the most seasoned

professionals, helping all to set and achieve their goals and fulfill

their dreams.

Chris Vincent

                                                 is Redmond Chorale’s Assistant Director. 

As Artistic Director at Carillon Chamber Choir, Jim founded a choir

program for youth, specializing in chamber chorus repertoire. They also

served as a Voice & Piano Instructor at KAMP Music, providing music

instruction. They served as Director of Music at Kirkland

Congregational United Church of Christ and Central Lutheran Church.

Earlier in their career at Central Lutheran Church, Jim served as

Keyboardist, Worship Leader, Choral Accompanist, and Tenor Soloist,

planning hymns and liturgy and leading worship services. Prior to these

roles, Jim was the Director of Music at Lake Washington High School

within the Lake Washington School District, where they also taught

music theory. Their ensembles consistently won top ratings and awards

at regional, state, and national competitions.

Jim Peterson

With special thanks to Kara Ottewell and Beth Bishop for supporting us.



OUR CHOIR

Redmond Chorale is a semi-auditioned, SATB, adult-voiced choir

performing a variety of choral literature in three concert seasons

every year. Through the choral arts, members of Redmond Chorale

partner with each other and foster community through music.
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Fiona Gelston
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Kyle Hart
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Marley Long
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Stevie Parrott

Holly Perez*

Russell Rhodes*

Ian Robertson

Evan Rosenberg

www.RedmondChorale.org

These donations support the arts community by helping us pay

the incredible musicians who lead and support our choir as

director, accompanist, and guest instrumentalists.

We are a volunteer-run 501(c)(3) organization. Thank you for

supporting us by attending our concert! If you would like to sing

with us, or see other ways you can support us, please follow the

QR code below or visit our website.
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Geoff Shew*

Bonnie Shipman*

Heather Smith

JP Sugarbroad*

Christi Taylor

Katie Thackray

Erica Towle*

Chloe Wehmeyer

Sara Weimer

Mandy Wes

Rachel Yeager

*  Redmond Chamber singer

Redmond Chorale will be taking a break and reconvening on Monday,

July 6th 2026 at 7-9pm to kick-off rehearsals for our 

Summer Pop concerts on March 28  & 29 . th th

Regular Rehearsals are held at:

Church of Holy Cross Episcopal

11526 162nd Ave NE, Redmond, WA

To join Redmond Chorale, simply attend one of the first three Monday

night rehearsals and stay after rehearsal for a truly painless 10-

minute group audition! All details, dates, and places are at: 

www.RedmondChorale.org/upcoming-season
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